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that the court possesses nullity jurisdiction. As Lord Phillimore
said in a leading case:
Tor the purpose of pronouncing upon the status of the parties as well
as for the purpose of affecting that status, the court of the law which
regulates or determines the personal status of the parties, if they are both
subject to the same law, decides conclusively.'1
The authorities which establish this proposition all relate to
the jurisdiction of the foreign court of the common domicil,
but obviously they are equally applicable to a case where the
parties are domiciled in England.2
juris-     There is one exceptional case, based upon the prior English
dwh« domicil of the wife alone, in which the Matrimonial Causes
husband, Act,  1950, section 18 (i) (a) confers jurisdiction upon the
TOfikd?n court, notwithstanding that at the time of the proceedings the
England, common domicil of the parties is foreign.
deserts wife     The Act provi^es tkat tke court shau have jurisdiction to
entertain proceedings by a wife
if she has been deserted by her husband or if the husband has been de-
ported as an alien from the United Kingdom, provided that he was
domiciled in England immediately before the desertion or deportation*
The words italicized stress the restrictive nature of this
enactment. Its operation is conditioned by the prior English
domicil of the husband and therefore of the wife, and the criti-
cal date for this purpose is the time of the desertion or depor-
tation. Despite desertion or deportation, it does not avail a
woman merely because she was domiciled in England immedi-
ately before her marriage to a man domiciled abroad. Her only
remedy in such a case, in addition to instituting proceedings in
the husband's domicil, is to take advantage of section 18 (i) (£)
of the same statute which bases jurisdiction upon her residence
in England.4
1	Sahfscn v. Administrator of Austrian Property, [1927] A.C. 641, 670.
2	Ibid.; Invercfyde v. Invcrdyde, [1931] P. 29; De Reneville v. De Reney'tlle^
[1948] P. 100.
3	Matrimonial Causes Act, 1950, s. 18 (i) (a) re-enacting the Matrimonial
Causes Act, 1937, $.13. 'Proceedings' includes divorce, judicial separation and
restitution of con jugal rights as well as annulment. The Matrimonial Causes (War
Marriages) Act, 1944, was another example of jurisdiction based upon the prior
domicil of the wife, but proceedings under this Act ceased to be possible after
I June 1955; S.I., No. 672 of 1950.
4	Matrimonial Causes Act, 1950, s. 18 (i) (£); infra, pp. 362; 388.

